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" were entitled to certain privileges, contained in a Gothic 
inscription engraved on a stone pillar."* 

2. There occurs, in the inscription on the Newton stone, a 
character of very peculiar form, which appears in a Runic 
inscription figured by Goransson.f Unfortunately, that anti- 
quary was obliged to leave the Runic inscription itself unde- 
ciphered, in consequence of several of the characters which 
are introduced into it being unknown. 



Sir W. R. Hamilton gave an account of the application of 
the calculus of quaternions to problems respecting the con- 
struction of a circle touching three given circles on a 
sphere ; and of a sphere touching four given spheres. 



The Rev. Charles Graves laid before the Academy the 
following account of certain ancient Irish manuscripts in the 
possession of the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scot- 
land. 

" Being in Edinburgh for a few days last summer, I en- 
deavoured to obtain access to the Irish manuscripts, which I 
had learned were deposited in the collection of the Highland 
Society. By the kindness of the Secretary, Mr. Hall Max- 
well, I was allowed not only to see them, but to examine 
them at my leisure ; and I now beg to submit to the Aca- 
demy the following brief account of the contents of the more 
remarkable ones. 

" At the period when the controversy respecting the au- 
thenticity of the poems of Ossian was at its height, the 
Highland Society undertook to collect oral and documentary 
evidence, with a view to throw light upon this vexed ques- 
tion. A vast mass of writings, most of them recent and of 
little value, but some of undoubted antiquity and importance, 

* Johnstone's Lodbrokar Quida, p. 102. 

i Bautil, p. 8, fig. 25. 
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was thus brought together. The time at my disposal being 
very limited, I deemed it advisable only to attempt a cursory 
examination of the most interesting manuscripts. For this 
reason I confined my attention to those which were written 
on vellum, taking that circumstance as an indication of their 
greater age and value. 

" I. The first which I examined is marked X. in an 
' Analysis' of these manuscripts made by Ewen Maclachlan. 
It consists of thirty-eight folios in all, but is made up of dis- 
tinct portions written by different persons and at different 
times. 

" 1. The first six folios contain what seem to be perfect 
copies of several ancient and curious historical romances re- 
lating to Conor Mac Nessa, Conall Cearnach, Oilioll and 
Meave, Fergus Mac Roich, Ceat Mac Maghaeh, Laoghaire 
Buadhach, Cealter Mac Uitheacar, &c. Imperfect copies of 
some of these tales are to be found in the Book of Leinster, a 
manuscript of the twelfth century, in the Library of Trinity 
College, Dublin. The names of the scribe, and of the per- 
son for whom the transcript was made, are given at the end 
of this tract, in a kind of cipher, which I read thus : 

" Opoicr-unn opip in liupatppi .1. Goin mac Gom. 
" lTlipi poojpepeip i Pepjal aca comnaic. 

" Mr. Curry tells me there was a scribe named Fergal, a 
Mac Egan, who lived about the year 1580, and has left me- 
moranda in his handwriting on the margins of the Leabhar 
Breac, from which it would appear he was taking a transcript 
at the time. 

" The writing of these six folios is throughout extraordina- 
rily full of contractions. 

" On the upper half of page 12 is some indistinct writing, 
in a different hand, which I did not take time to decipher. 

" 2. On folio 7 commences an ancient Irish Life of St. 
Colum Kille, which occupies eight folios. The roundness of 
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the handwriting, and other characteristics, induce me to be- 
lieve that it may be as old as the tenth century. Unfortu- 
nately, no memorandum is attached, indicating the name or 
time of the scribe. This life of the Saint was unknown to 
Colgan, and seems to have formed the groundwork of the 
voluminous Life of Colum Kille, compiled by Magnus 
O'Donnell at the close of the sixteenth century, and highly 
prized by Irish antiquaries for the curious legends and inte- 
resting historical and topographical notices which it contains.* 

" 3. A piece of ten folios, containing: (a) A romantic tale 
relating to Goll, Connall Mac Ghlegais of Colptha, Cuchul- 
ann, &c.f (b) A copy of the Tain Bo Fraoich, a tale of a 
plunder of cows, brought over from Scotland by Fraoch, one 
of the Connaught heroes of the Tain Bo Cuailgne. (c) A 
tract entitled the Penance of Adam : a copy of this exists in 
the Leabhar Breac in the library of the Academy. 

" 4. Another piece of ten folios, in a different handwriting, 
commencing with the words 

" Ri pipen poipglib po jaBupcctp plarap -| poplariiup pop 
6pinn .1. Gperhon. 

In this tract is given the story of Cuchulann's adventures at 
Teamhair Luachra, on the borders of Kerry and Limerick ; 
a tale of uncommon interest, on account of the topographical 
references contained in it, and chiefly because it gives much 
insight into the manners and customs of the ancient Irish. 
Parts of it are preserved in the Book of Leinster, and in the 
Leabhar na Huidhre in our library ; but these two fragments 

* Since making the above communication, Mr. Graves has ascertained 
that copies of an ancient Irish Life of Colum Kille, similar to the one here 
described, in their commencement and in the general arrangement of their 
matter, but apparently much less copious, are preserved in the Leabhar 
Breac and theBook of Lismore, both manuscripts in the library of the Royal 
Irish Academy. 

t I am not aware that copies of these tales are to be found in any library 
in Ireland. 
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do not complete the piece. At the end is a note, indicating 
that this tract was transcribed in the year 1537, by Seanchan 
Mac Gilia Crist Mic Eoin. The scribe, out of a pedantry usual 
amongst persons of his class, disguises his name by using the 
letters b, f, k, p, instead of the vowels a, e, i, o. 

" 5. The volume ends with a piece consisting of four folios, 
written in a very old and singularly fine hand. I doubt if I 
have seen any Irish minuscule writing superior to it, except it 
be in the Book of Armagh. This piece contains : (a) An ac- 
count of Cuchulann's courtship with Eimer, the daughter of 
Forgall Monach ; also (6) a tract on the law for observing the 
Lord's day as a day of freedom. The composition of this 
tract is ascribed to the close of the eighth century or the be- 
ginning of the ninth; and certainly the Brehon law part of it, 
laying down the penalties consequent upon violations of the 
privilege of the Lord's day, is of great antiquity. There are 
copies of this most curious tract preserved in the MS. H. 2, 16, 
in the library of Trinity College, in the Leabhar Breac, and 
in a MS. in the British Museum ; but there appears to be 
some imperfection about them all which a comparison with this 
one might supply. 

" II. The Emanuel MS., as it is entitled by Astle,* con- 
sisting of seven folios and a half. 

" It contains nothing but a narrative of events which oc- 
curred in the civil war between Caesar and Pompey. 

" At the bottom of page 4 is a note which I suspect indi- 
cates the age of the MS. Though nearly illegible at present, 
it appears capable of being revived by gallic acid. I could 
read no oi. m?,tu. ; from which it would seem that the MS. 
is as late as the fourteenth century, though Astle assigns it to 
the ninth or tenth. 

" It seems strange that a person so conversant with palaeo- 
graphy as Astle should commit the error of deriving the title 

* See Astle's Origin and Progress of Writings, 2nd edit., p. 123. 
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of this MS. from the word Emanuel, which happens to be 
written at the top of the first page. It was usual for scribes 
to place some sacred name at the top of a page s by way of 
hallowing the work which they were commencing. Thus we 
frequently meet ' Jesus,' ' Maria,' ' In nomine Sanctse Trini- 
tatis,' ' Amen,' &c. 

" III. The Glen Masan manuscript, consisting of twenty- 
five large folios, written in double columns. 

" In this are contained the story of the Sons of Uisneach, 
and a series of tales arising out of the wars consequent upon 
their death. It concludes with a copy of the Tain Bo Flidais, 
a tale of a cattle spoil connected with the Tain Bo Cuailgne. 
If this be a complete copy of the tale, it is of no small value. 
We have as yet seen only a fragment of it in the manuscript, 
h. 2, 16, in the library of Trinity College. 

" On the first folio of the Glen Masan manuscript is a me- 
morandum in a recent handwriting, which states that it was 
transcribed in the year 1238. Examining it hastily, as I did, 
I failed to discover any memorandum or signature of the scribe 
confirming this. The writing is not unlike that of the Book 
of Leinster, in the library of Trinity College, Dublin, which 
was written in the middle of the twelfth century. 

"IV. A volume containing at its commencement a Ca- 
lendar, written on vellum. It begins with directions for finding 
the dominical letter or golden number for any current Julian 
year. By the aid of an entry which states that there was a new 
moon at midnight, on the 26th of January, we may calculate 
the year for which this Calendar was intended. 

" The scribe has signed his name in cipher. It appears to 
have been Oiapmcno O Pioijiollaig. The remaining part of 
the volume is on paper. I noticed a copy of O'Duvegain's 
celebrated poem on the calendar, commencing 

" 6liajain po polup a oac 
" Slige aijjeanca na nBolac. 
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" Before almanacs got into general circulation, it was not 
an uncommon thing to find persons in Ireland able to repeat 
the whole of this long poem by heart ; and in all disputes re- 
lative to times and seasons, its authority was appealed to as 
decisive. 

" The rest of the volume consists of medical tracts on 
paper. 

" It was impossible for me, in the short time which I 
could spare for the work, to institute a more careful exami- 
nation of these manuscripts. Still I deeply regret my having 
brought back so little knowledge of the contents of the Glen 
Masan manuscript, marked III. in this list. Having spent 
two days over No. I., I was obliged to content myself with 
a more cursory inspection of the rest. I came away, how- 
ever, consoling myself with the prospect of seeing these manu- 
scripts again ; for I entertain a confident hope that, if an appli- 
cation were made by the Royal Irish Academy to the Highland 
Society of Scotland, requesting the loan of these manuscripts, it 
would meet with favourable consideration. The controversies 
concerning the Ossianic poems having terminated, any jea- 
lousies which once existed between the antiquaries of the two 
countries have died away ; and no feeling actuates them but a 
desire to co-operate in the work of illustrating the closely 
related histories of the two countries. An opportunity of 
comparing the Edinburgh manuscripts with those which are 
preserved in our libraries here, would be attended with great 
advantages. We might thus copy what was unique, complete 
what was imperfect, and explain many things that are now un- 
intelligible, by reference to more ancient and accurate texts." 

It was resolved, — That the Council be requested to take 
steps to ask for a loan of the MSS. described by Mr. Graves. 



